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Charan and Mahesh were two citizens in 


~ Emperor Akbar's kingdom. They were 
neighbours but they used to always fight 
over the smallest of things. 





Once, they began arguing over a mango } 
tree that was between their houses. Each 


claimed that the tree was his. 





Finally they took their troubles to Emperor 
Akbar. 
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However, even after listening to both men, 
neither Akbar nor Birbal was able to say 
who owned the tree. 


So Birbal said, “You both may go back 
home now. I need to think this over.” 








Soon after the men left, Birbal called his 
servant and ordered, “Go to Charan and 
Mahesh and tell them that thieves are 
stealing mangoes from the tree.” 


The servant obeyed immediately. 
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As soon as Charan heard the news, he said, 
“Oh! Thieves are always stealing from the 
tree. I will deal with them later, I am busy 


now.” 
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On the other hand, when Mahesh heard 
the servant, he quickly grabbed a stick 
and ran to chase away the thieves. 
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The servant returned to Birbal and reported 
exactly what had happened. 


Birbal looked thoughtful. “I will meet both 
the men again tomorrow,” he said. 
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The next day, Charan and Mahesh returned 
to court. 


Birbal said to them, “I cannot decide whose 
tree it is. I think the tree should be cut. The 
wood from the tree can be equally shared by 
both of you.” 
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Charan looked pleased. He thought of all 
the money he could earn from selling the 
wood. 


“Yes, that is the only thing left to do now,” 
he agreed. 
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Mahesh looked horrified. “No! Please don't 
cut the tree!” he pleaded, “I have looked after 
that tree for so many years.” 


He continued, “I cannot see it being chopped 
down. I don't want the tree, please give it to 
Charan.” 
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Birbal now knew for sure that Mahesh 
was the real owner of the tree. 


“I can see how much you care for the tree, 
Mahesh. It is rightfully yours,” he said. 
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It was decided that the tree belonged to 
Mahesh. 


Everybody in the court, including Akbar 
was impressed with the clever way in which 
Birbal had solved the problem. 
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